* This paper is the introductory paper read at the Pericope seminar during the SBL International Meeting 2006 at Edinburgh. The occasionally somewhat colloquial style has not been changed, though the final conclusions may have been changed and formulated more to the point.
Thanks are due to Professor Dr. Wim A.M. Beuken (Leuven) and Professor Dr. Ulrich Berges (Münster) who were kind enough to read an earlier draft of this paper, offering several valuable suggestions for its improvement. Thanks are also due to Mr. David J.D. Kroeze, M.A. (Kampen), who provided me with data concerning the readings in mss of the Targum. A final word of thanks is due to Dr Wilfred Watson, who kindly scrutinised the English of this paper for me. No need to say that I alone am responsible for any remaining errors and for the views expressed in this paper.
† Research for this paper has been conducted as a Research Fellow of the University of Pretoria, South Africa.
